
1 

Koleinu 
December 

2025 
 

Tevet  
5786 

 קולינו 

What’s Inside?: 
 
What’s happened…  Cover 
 

A Note from Our Rabbi...        2 
 

A Note from Our President...        3 

 

Security…                 4  
 

KI Preschool...          5 
 

CKI in the Community:         6 
Winter Relief by Matt Josephs 
 

Rebbetzin’s Recipe…         7         
 

Library…           7 
 

A Note from Our Sisterhood             
& Gift Shop ….          8 
 

What’s next at CKI...         8 

Glenn Carr & Annapolis Mayor Jared 
Littman at our Chanukah celebration. 

A wonderful gathering for our Chanukah Dinner 

Lighting the Menorah with Mayor Littman and Presidents  
(past & present) of Congregation Kneseth Israel Preschool children singing, “Dreidel” with Ms. Ytta 



2 

A Note from our Rabbi:  

In this issue of Koleinu, as we reel from the attack on our Jewish family in Australia, yet we also wrap 
up our public celebrations of Chanukah across the world, it is not lost on us the significance of the require-
ment to publicize the miracle of Chanukah. In fact, so much about the menorah from where it is placed to 
how high or low it may be placed is based on whether others can see it. This year in particular, it is a message 
to the world that the Jewish people remain strong, we will not hide, and we will celebrate our heritage without 
fear. 

 
 Having said that, what is our internal message for the Jewish people? Messages are heard differently 
depending on the audience. Given the challenges we face, back then in times of war, and again today in times 
of war, how can we keep this strength going? There are so many subliminal messages we can pick up on Cha-
nukah it is hard to pick just one, so I will bring up a few, by no means all. Hint, it is not a reminder that the   
Rabbi didn’t get a Chanukah gift... 
 
 The structure of the menorah is eight branches (seven in the Tabernacle / Holy Temple) that are united 
together as one (a single piece in the Temple). A clear message of the Chanukah menorah is the unity of the 
Jewish people. Furthermore, a proper menorah for lighting purposes has all the lights in an even row. While 
we may not all be equal in wealth, wisdom, or Torah learning, we are equal in our potential to for Torah and 
mitzvot (good deeds) within our abilities. Yet we take care that the wicks do not mingle as a torch. We are 
each individual with our own strengths, challenges, and backgrounds. Our uniqueness contributes to the 
overall glow of light of the Jewish people. 
 
 We build the lights by adding candles the first night onwards, building on the greatness of our ances-
tors, our Avot and Imahot (fathers and mothers) and the many generations in between. Yet, we light from 
newest backwards, always moving forward though learning from the past. Both men and women are obligat-
ed in the mitzvah of Chanukah and the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch rules that it is proper for children to be called to 
the lighting of the menorah to emphasize the solemnity and household unity of the occasion. 
 
 As I am finishing writing this article, I am reminiscing about our Kneseth Israel party this past Motzei 
Shabbat on the seventh night of Chanukah. We had 80+ people, I am told a record attendance number for re-
cent years! We hosted honored guests and allies, including our current mayor Jarod Littmann, our former 
mayor Gavin Buckley, and Alderman Brooks Schandelmeier. I am new here but I know we are building on 120 
years of history with plenty of room to grow. Having our preschool children and our magnificent choir perform 
not only warmed the heart but inspired our confidence that the light of the Jewish people will continue to 
shine. 
 
This December, remember this is not the end of the year, we are just beginning. 
 
Stay tuned, we have lots more going on. See you in synagogue soon. 
 
~Rabbi Josh 
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A Note from our President:  

Happy Winter to everyone. Being an outdoor sports kind of guy, I’m already looking forward to spring when I 
can do much more, even if I do like snow skiing. But life is all about taking advantage of our circumstances, 
and those circumstances in these last several months are bright. 
 
We just had a wonderful Chanukah celebration this past Saturday night with a large crowd of our members, 
guests and many children and parents from our pre-school. After Rabbi Shorr started things off with Havdalah 
and leading everyone in the Chanukah candle blessings, the preschool entertained us with some wonderful 
singing led by their dutiful instructor, Ytta Carr. The Kneseth Israel choir, led by our favorite music director, 
Shouvik Mondle, then entertained everyone with a wonderful variety of songs. A spectacular dinner followed 
and incredible fun by all, especially for the children who even had a Piñata to break apart. Thank you to every-
one involved for a magical evening and thank you to Mayor Jared Littman, Mayor Gavin Buckley, and our Al-
derman, Brooks Schandelmeier (and his wife Chelsey) for coming and showing their support. 
 
Hopefully everyone has heard of the new Jewish Federation of Annapolis & the Chesapeake, the reconstitut-
ed United Jewish Council of Anne Arundel County. CKI is a critical component, contributing to various com-
munity events and helping to fight the immense antisemitic surge we have everywhere, including right here. 
One of the joint activities we are participating in is Winter Relief together with Temple Beth Shalom and Con-
gregation Kol Shalom. Winter Relief is a nine-day period where we take care of about 30 homeless adults, giv-
ing a reprieve during this holiday season to some of the organizations that normally do this work. On Novem-
ber 10th several Jewish community leaders (including me) spoke at the Anne Arundel County Hate Bias Forum 
Webinar Series on Judaism and Antisemitism. We are sponsoring Jewish Advocacy Day in February, an oppor-
tunity to have our voices heard by our state legislators.  There are many other things going on – just take a 
peek at the website at JFedA-C.org.  
  
Rabbi Shorr presented two fantastic classes, one on Thanksgiving and one on Chanukah, to bring a degree of 
relevance most of us had not heard or thought about. If you want a treat, take advantage of these classes 
(such as his introductory Hebrew) as well as his pre-services classes every Shabbat morning at 9 AM. 
Lastly, we have our annual meeting coming up on Sunday, January 11th at 10 AM. Please do try to attend to get 
up to speed on where your congregation stands, where we are going and who are the Congregant(s) of the 
Year! 
 
I look forward to seeing you or hearing from you whenever you have a question, concern, or simply wish to 
chat. My email is president@knesethisrael.org and am in the synagogue directory, of course. 
 
~All the best,  Jody 
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Security at Congregation Kneseth Israel, An Ongoing Activity  
 
 
In the July Kolenu, we discussed the ADL 2024 Audit of Anti-Semitic Incidents and how to report an incident to 
ADL and to law enforcement authorities. In this article we discuss the latest security features we have in-
stalled. This summer we added bollards to protect against vehicle ramming of vulnerable areas around the 
building; new tinted classroom windows that are thicker than the old single-pane windows, making them more 
resistant to breakage and forced entry; and significant lighting around the building and parking lot, providing a 
better lit, safer environment at night.  
 

Our current grants allow us to continue the security guard services from Police Protection Services, a valued 
partner. (When you come to the building, please say hello to Kristin or Jim, and express your appreciation for 
being our protectors. Also, during the week, please sign in at Kristin’s desk at the parking lot door.) 
 

Our most recent grants also allow physical security upgrades. We will replace all the windows along the west 
side of our building (the hallway housing offices, lounge, coat room, and library) with tinted, thicker, and more 
shatter-resistant glass like the glass used in the classroom windows and in the main foyer. We will also replace 
and upgrade the sanctuary exit and the auditorium exit doors to the parking lot with steel doors and small bul-
let proof windows (Presently, those doors give us no way to view who is outside those doors.). Last, we will in-
stall a mass notification system throughout the building with the ability to broadcast emergency announce-
ments from the main office and the school director’s office. 
 

If you wonder when our new foyer doors will be installed, we have confidence that work will begin in January to 
prep the doors with their hardware, but mounting of the doors must wait until nearer to Spring so our contrac-
tor can pull out the old bottom closers and pour concrete to install the new bottom closing mechanisms for 
each of the eight doors. 
 

Federal and State grants remain pivotal sources for making upgrades to protect us and in the case of doors and 
windows also help to lower our heating and cooling costs. The grants become more competitive with more 
faith-based entities applying and funds not always increasing to allow more recipients. We consider CKI most 
fortunate to have received Federal and State grants over the past five years. 
 

However, as we’ve stated in the past, physical security and security guards provide only part of our security 
posture. Each of us, members and employees,  play an important role by being vigilant and aware of your sur-
roundings whether at CKI or elsewhere. More than two years ago, through the Annapolis Police Department 
and our own members, Ariella and Greg Thompson, we provided information and training on how to deal with 
active aggressors (e.g., shooters) and how to react in our building should such individuals want to harm us. It’s 
now time to review that information and gain new knowledge. Thus, Ariella has arranged with the Anne Arundel 
County Police Department to provide an updated training on dealing with active aggressors on Sunday, March 
8, 2026, from 11am to 1pm. The officers who provide the training have toured our building and campus and 
can provide advice based on the physical features of our facilities. We ask all members and employees to at-
tend. We will issue a formal announcement and registration information early in 2026. 
 
Please stay vigilant, and if you see something, say something to authorities. 

~Steve Sutton, Member of the Board of Governors 
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What’s going on at the CKI Preschool: 
Hello from the KI Preschool! This month was jam packed full of ABCs and 123s and special events! 
 
 To review our knowledge of numbers and letters,  we introduced some fun games including counting our     
favorite toys in the classroom, a letter matching activity, and rounded our work off with a dinosaur themed 
counting and number match worksheet.  
 

As a whole, we began our month by celebrating Unity Day in orange! We learned all about kindness with a   
lesson on how we should and should not treat others.  
 

This month we started our dinosaur unit, we learned new facts about the Triceratops dinosaur and that all   
dinosaurs come from eggs. We colored a foldable to represent a baby dinosaur hatching from an egg.  
 

Next, we created colorful menorahs to display at the congregation’s Hanukkah celebration on December 
20th.  
 

We’d like to extend a special thanks to Ms. Ytta for making Fridays special and to Rabbi Shorr for visiting us.  

~Alex Melnick, CKI Preschool Director 

Left: Rabbi Josh, daughter Tziporah and the Preschool kids 

Below (L-R): Teachers Emily & Brittany working with the kids; 

Girls at play; Art Projects with Emily 



6 

To Participating Congregations:  
 
During the holiday week, Temple Beth Shalom, Congregation Kol Shalom, and Congregation Kneseth Israel 
joined together in an expression of community and compassion to support the Anne Arundel House of Hope 
Winter Relief Program. From December 22–29, 2025, our Broadneck Jewish community provided shelter, nour-
ishing meals, friendship, and dignity to 27 neighbors experiencing homelessness in Anne Arundel County. 
 
This extraordinary effort was made possible through the dedication of more than 70 volunteers who cooked, 
stayed overnight, offered conversation, and ensured our guests felt safe, respected, and truly welcomed. To-
gether, we created not only a refuge from the cold, but a place of warmth, humanity, and hope. 
 
This year marked our 14th year participating in Winter Relief—a meaningful mitzvah that reflects our deepest 
Jewish values of caring for the vulnerable, honoring the dignity of every person, and repairing the world through 
action. We are deeply grateful to everyone who gave their time, energy, resources, and heart to make this week 
possible. With gratitude and pride, we look forward to continuing this sacred work again in 2026. 
 
~Matt Josephs, Winter Relief Chair 

CKI in the Community:  Winter Relief 2025 
 
Several members of CKI volunteered and donated funds to this year’s Winter Relief Project held at Temple Beth        
Shalom.  It was a tremendous effort for a great cause;  This will be an annual mitzvah for the community.  
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Rebbetzin’s Recipes:  
This recipe is for Akara, known as a bean cake, but you can also think of this as an Igbo latke! 
 
You will need a reasonably powerful blender for this one. Here are your             
ingredients: 
 
1 lb. bag of black-eyed peas 
1 onion 
1 bell pepper and/or 1 habanero pepper if you like spicy 
Salt and garlic to taste 
Vegetable oil (lots) 
 
First, you will need to de-skin the black-eyed peas. Sorry kids, this is a tough process. You will need to soak the beans in 
cold water for at least 45 minutes. Then you rub the beans in your hands until the husks come off. When they are all 
done, you can pass the bean through a sifter pouring water over them to help remove any remaining husks. 
Once this tedious process is done, add the beans to the blender and mix in the onion, pepper, salt, and garlic. This is why 
you need some power in the blender; the mixture will be thick, so be careful and ensure the mix doesn't get stuck.  
Once it is well blended, you will make it into round latke shapes and drop them into the vegetable oil (enough to cover 
them) on a hot heat stove. Do this carefully, the hot oil can splatter. 
Once they are golden brown, flip and repeat on the other side. Remove and place on paper towels to soak up excess oil. 
They are traditionally served with custard, though I have heard apple sauce and sour cream work fine too. 
Enjoy! 
~Ijoema 

CKI Library:  

 
 

 
 

The Baltimore Jewish Times and Washington Jewish Week                      
have been a staple periodical. 
 
 

~Ethan Halpern, CKI Library Director 

In the library there are numerous crossword and word search puzzles on Torah & Holiday topics, New Pieces of Reading 
Material such as the Washington Jewish Week & the Baltimore Jewish Times, J Moore Mags, and other community related 
periodicals  including Ethan's Shabbas Page Project.  

InFocus is a quarterly periodical and JMore Magazine 
has been in the CKI Library Project for the past 2 years . 
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Please bring food donations for the 
Anne Arundel Food Bank                    

(does not need to be Kosher) 

 

Upcoming and On-Going Events: 

Upcoming programs 
 

Save the Date:  
 

Sundae Sunday Funday 

Featuring Beatles music performed by Nate Finn 

January 4, 2026 

At 2:00PM  $15/person 

 

 

A Note from Sisterhood:

Besides our beautifully run Gift Shop, Sisterhood has been working on another project to benefit Kneseth Israel.  We hope to be 
able to announce it soon.  We did provide dreidels and Chanukah gelt for the nursery school children.  
 
 
We wish everyone and Happy Chanukah, and may the New Year bring happiness, prosperity and good health to all.  
 
 Chag Sameach! 
 
~Nancy A Gordon, Kneseth Israel Sisterhood President 

Save the Date:  
 

Jewish Advocacy Day 

February 3, 2026 

 

More details to come... 

Chanukah was a busy time for the Sisterhood Gift Shop! In addition to the glass showcases, we had 3 tables laden with everything 
needed to celebrate the holiday. 
  

Wonderful gifts were available- Hanukah tee-shirts, gift bags and wrap, dreidels, candles and menorahs and much more.  Sales 
were brisk and much appreciated. 
 

We welcomed our member customers as well as non-members who had scheduled appointments to shop and buy.  A very big 
thank you to those who have donated outstanding previously owned Judaica items.  We have brand new cookbooks, contemporary 
and vintage menorahs and mezuzahs.  Also, there is a selection of framed art pieces.  Please take a look when in the auditorium.  
There are frequent additions you may not have seen previously. 
 

Our glass showcases continue to offer a variety of items.  Challah covers, kippahs, mezuzahs, kiddush cups and a selection of hol-
iday items as well.  
 

Please check out NEW jewelry pendants and bracelets.  Many gift possibilities! 
  

~Laura Sutton, Sisterhood Gift Shop 

Plan to Attend: January 11, 2026 at 10AM 
 

Annual Congregation Meeting 


