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A warm congratulations and Yishar Koach to the Jewish Federation of Annapolis & the

Chesapeake for being the primary advocate for successfully securing a $150,000 Security
Grant pilot project through the county. This resulted from a lot of work of the JFedA-C
leadership team, organizations and constituents and thank you too all!




A Note from our Rabbi~

O ver the next few months, we have the opportunity to reflect on the trials and tribulations that we have experi-
enced over the centuries and that sadly we continue to experience as the children of Israel. We start with the
three weeks, a period of mourning when we refrain from certain joyful activities and read special Haftorahs (readings
from the books of Prophets) describing our punishments and suffering. This period culminates in Tisha B’Av, a day of
national tragedy that commemorates the destruction of the first and second Temples in Jerusalem, as well as many
other catastrophes that have befallen us. After that we have seven weeks of consolation before Rosh Hashanah and the
High Holidays where we stand before G-d in judgment.

One question that occurs to me is why do we keep doing the same thing? Why do we punish ourselves year after year?
Yom Kippur fasting is one thing, we are doing so in the hope of being remembered for a good year. But Tisha B’Av is
just about remembering our suffering! After all, only a fool keeps doing the same thing while expecting different
results.

The answer is in the result that we are looking for. It is important to note that the readings of punishment and conso-
lation are public. The fast is communal. And yes, the bagels after the fast are communal too. The result that we are
looking for in our group suffering and commiseration is our very survival as a people, religion, and culture. When we
share our suffering together, console each other together, and support each other through our tragedies, that is when
we are strongest as Jewish people. It is through the community that we also find consolation and rebuild, preparing
ourselves for judgment and renewal at Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. We need to continue to do this until such
time as Moshiach (the Messiah) comes to relieve our pain and suffering and turn our day of tragedy to a time of joy.

In the upcoming weeks, please join us if you can, for the three weeks, Tisha B’Av, and/or one or more of the consola-
tion weeks before Rosh Hashanah. Let’s harness the strength of the community to build a great Jewish future for An-
napolis and beyond.

~Rabbi Josh

A Note from our President~

S ummer is here and I'm thrilled - I do many of the things I love outside, and the summer is always glorious to me. It
is also glorious in and outside of our Congregation. There is so much going on that it’s easy to lose track. We are not
a huge congregation with tons of resources - consequently, very often the same people are doing the work to have all
these great programs. If you want to help AND participate, please do!

WAAAY back in April we celebrated Passover with a marvelous Seder for the second night led by Rabbi Josh. It was a well
-attended, educational, delicious affair attended by many congregants and guests. Many of the latter were not Jewish
and it was a wonderful opportunity to expose and educate them to the Jewish traditions and laws of THE most observed
Jewish holiday.

May saw a flurry of activity. First was the wonderful retrospective on the visit to Reverand Henoch Hammer visit by his
Bar Mitzvah “boys.” All was coordinated and organized by Larry Block. On May 9™ we had a wonderful Lag B’'Omer cel-
ebration and service, with a fun picnic outside for those who wanted to be there (I did). On May 12" was one of Rabbi
Josh’s virtual lectures, this one on Shavuot (hints on the real location of Mount Sinai) and on May 26" was the Orioles
Jewish Heritage Night where the 20 participants just from CKI had a blast - oh, and the Orioles won!!! (Thank you Allen
Cohen for coordinating) On May 31%' was a wonderful musical program coordinated by our very own musical director,
Shouvik Mondle with four performers and a pianist - to say that Night on Broadway was one to remember and cherish is
an understatement. Lastly, was the superb program on June 7! put on by Eric Goldstein, PhD, who all of us like to think
of as our very own historian par excellence! He spoke wonderfully about our past at CKI and our hope for the future. On
June 27", we had our very first Tot Shabbat — at least first in a long, long time. And of course, there were Rebbetzin
[jeoma’s wonderful and well-received Rosh Chodesh book club sessions. All the in-person activities took a great deal of

coordination by many, only a couple of whom are mentioned.
Continued on next page
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The future is bright with activities, too:

e July 15: Rebbetzin [jeoma’s Rosh Chodesh Book Club on Heart of a Stranger

e July 16: Thursday, Rabbi Josh’s virtual lecture on Tisha B’Av

e July 17: Friday evening Ma’ariv and dinner

e July 23: Thursday morning, minyan for Tisha B’Av (in Chapel)

e July 30: Rebbetzin Jjeoma’s Challah Bake

e August 2: Sunday: Special concert hosted by Shouvik Mondle
e August 16: Day trip to Richmond, VA to learn about Jewish History in with focus on Jewish

involvement in the Confederacy
e 30 Aug: Bingo (tentative)
e 4 Oct: Simchat Torah Family Event

e 11 Oct: Rosenblatt Memorial Lecture with Jason and Gary Rosenblatt as the speakers

h

e 10 January: (ves, far in the future), major cap-off to the 120" anniversary celebration with event to honor past CKI

Presidents and CKI Sisterhood Presidents.

I just want to quickly mention the opportunity for special contribution and recognition during this year of celebration

for our 120t

anniversary. Before each 120" event, the listing will be published, providing opportunities for all of us to

contribute. Thank you. I look forward to seeing you or hearing from you with whatever question or concern you may
have, or simply if you wish to chat. My email is president@knesethisrael.org and am in the synagogue directory, of

course.

All the best,
~Jody, President

Added Security Enchancements

D uring April, May, and June, we have added three new
elements to CKI’s security posture: A mass notifica-
tion system; hardened windows in the offices, lounge,
coatroom, and library; and steel exterior doors with hard-
ened windows in the sanctuary (on the right side near the
bemah) and the auditorium (next to the kitchen).

The mass notification system allows the office or the school
director to announce an emergency message throughout
the building. The system can expand to the Attman Building
if needed in the future. The system took advantage of exist-
ing speakers in rooms but added a new amplifier and a few
new speakers. We funded the system through our FEMA
Nonprofit Security Grant.

The hardened windows are like those in our main foyer
and sit in the existing frames allowing us to maintain the
architectural integrity of our building. We funded the
windows through our Governor’s Office Protect Against
Hate Crimes Grant.

The hardened doors for the sanctuary and auditorium
exterior exits are steel with a single hardened windowpane
that allows us to see outside. The old doors did not have a

window to observe the outside. Though the doors are
installed, we must wait to paint the doors because the
manufacturer did not meet specifications for the bullet-
resistant glass. Once we have the correct glass in place,
we’ll paint the doors with appropriate colors inside and
outside. These doors are also funded through our FEMA
Nonprofit Security Grant.

After our CRASE training in March, Ariella Thompson
researched how we could obtain Bleed Control Kits (also
known as Stop the Bleed) at a reasonable price. She deter-
mined that she could purchase the satchels and all the
needed bandages, tourniquets, and other needed parts
rather than buy Kits already assembled. We now have Kkits
located in the following locations in the building: A large
satchel next to the security guard desk in the Kintberger
Hallway; a small satchel behind the right (facing the bemah)
lectern; a small satchel on a shelf in the office; and two Kkits
in the school wing for the KI Preschool.

Security grants have allowed CKI to improve its security
posture. We will continue to apply for grants every year
depending on government grant availability.

~Steve Sutton and Ariella Thompson, Security




Feature Article~

Vivian Holland: More Than a Job, a Family

M embers and guests of Kneseth Israel attend

Shabbat services for the spiritual connection of

prayer and the inspiration of Rabbi Josh’s fabulous
sermons, but are also treated to a nice kiddush lunch.
The food, whether provided by the synagogue, or
sponsored by a member is always tasty and the
friendly conversation around the tables is enjoyable
and informative. These lunches are warm and
welcoming thanks to our hardworking volunteers, but
especially to the help of our longtime Kitchen Assis-
tant, Vivian Holland. Since 2007, she has worked
behind the scenes preparing food, setting up buffets,
and then cleaning up, making everything run
smoothly on a weekly basis and at synagogue dinners
and events.

After applying for a position at the suggestion of her
friend Homie, our beloved janitor, Vivian’s duties
were to set up and clean up. Steve Lebowitz (KI board
member and expert chef) was responsible for the food
preparation. When he was no longer involved, Shirley
Aronson (referred to as “Miss Shirley” by Vivian)
asked Vivian to take on more responsibility for food
preparation. Today, under Shirley’s guidance, she
prepares delicious tuna salad and other dishes. When
asked for her secret tuna salad recipe, she says she
puts in some celery and spices, no specifics were
shared. She reheats caterer delicacies, displaying
them beautifully for the buffet and helps keep the
kitchen running efficiently.

Before coming to KI, Vivian worked in a variety of jobs
centered around food preparation, housekeeping and
caring for others. She spent time working at the Naval
Academy’s Bancroft Hall, in Dining Services and
maintaining the dormitory. She also worked for the
Board of Education, in food service departments at
nursing homes, and in caregiving roles assisting sen-
ior citizens. Over the years, she has helped care for
Esther Rosenblatt z”1 and other members of our con-
gregation.

Family has always been important to Vivian. Growing
up in Anne Arundel County with her parents, brother,
and three sisters, she describes a close-knit family
that attended church together, visited neighbors, and
celebrated holidays as a family. She has a

daughter, Tamika, “not too far away,” in Baltimore. In
her spare time, Vivian enjoys music and dancing.

When asked what she enjoys most about her work,
her answer is straightforward and heartfelt, “I enjoy
everything about it.” She especially values working
alongside Shirley, whom she describes warmly as “a
wonderful lady.” When asked what the hardest part of
her job is, she answered with characteristic positivity:
“Nothing. Everything is easy and I find the job very
satisfying.”

Over the years, Vivian has many fond KI memories,
including a synagogue dinner featuring a magician
whose performance brought laughter to everyone
attending, as well as the cakes that Leah Prichep
would prepare for the congregation that were deli-
cious works of art.

Working at KI has provided an opportunity to learn
about Judaism and synagogue life. Vivian recalls one
particularly meaningful experience when our Presi-
dent, Jody Goldsmith showed her a Torah scroll up
close, something she described as very special. While
working, she often listens to the services, reading the
weekly description of the Torah portion ahead of time
to gain a better understanding. She has also learned
some of the important traditions of Jewish holidays
and of course, maintaining a kosher kitchen.

The gratitude and affection Vivian feels for the con-
gregation is overwhelming. “I appreciate all that
Kneseth Israel has done for me,” she shared. “I feel
very welcome and well taken care of. I feel like I am
part of the family.” And indeed, after so many years of
faithful service, she truly is part of the KI family.

~Francine Rattner, Contributor




Passover ~ Second Seder
From Preparation to Plate

Rabbi Fosh hosted April **

Jean
Goldstein

Lauren
&
Shirley

Preparing
food

Lauren, Shirley & Jean working together

Yom Hashoah v’'HaGvurah
April 14, 2026

Photos courtesy of Jennifer Mizrahi

Yom HaShoah v'HaGvurah

Holocaust & Heroism Commemoration Day

Guest Speaker: Rabbi Philip Pohl

Congregation Kol Shalom
Annapolis, Maryland

April 14,2026
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~——— Lt Governor Aruna Miller and
Jody Goldsmith

~ Rabbi Josh lighting one of six
Memorial candles

Some of the attendees at Congregation
Kol Shalom

Representing Hadassah, Laura Sutton
and Joan Rosenberg lighting a candle




Jewish Heritage Night at Camden Yards/May 26, 2026

Jody & Amira enjoying fireworks

Steve & Laura Sutton, Sara & Jack Schmerling, Larry

Thumbs up from ) k
Block, Paul Walsky, Amira & Jody Goldsmith

Glenn Carr

Some of the Veterans of CKI marching June 7" ~ Breakfast and Eric Goldstein Lecture

in the National Memorial Day Parade
-th

May 2 A .
* ’ O n Friday June 5th a small group of volunteers arrived
at CKI at nam.

Team Kitchen- Ariella Thompson was our lead as we
began to prepare the menu items selected by the program
committee. Others on the Team were Amira Goldsmith,
Nancy Gordon and Laura Sutton. Five hours later just
about everything was ready!!!

Bright and early at 8:30am on Sunday, June 7 our Team
aided by Marsha Sturgis and Steve Sutton arrived to

assemble everything that had been prepared previously.
Auditorium Rental Our centerpiece entrée was French Toast with maple

To Encore Choir syrup, walnuts and cinnamon sugar as optional toppings.
We also had Team-prepared delicious egg salad and veggie
cream cheese and bagels, tomatoes and onions, assorted
fruit, melon platters and a lovely display of pastries.

The aroma of the baking French toast was enticing. The
dining tables were covered in lovely light blue linens with
colorful table decorations. The eighty plus attending
began to arrive at 10am. The breakfast was enjoyed by all
with the Team receiving many compliments!

B

= L —

S

Thank you to Shirley Aronson for the shopping assist and
for her continued guidance in all things Kneseth Israel!!!

~Laura Sutton, Sisterhood/Gift Shop




A Broadway Journey

M ay 31! brought our Music Director, Shouvik Mondle, and friends (Jennifer Cooper, Andrew
Fowler, David Merrill, and Paige Austin Rammelkamp) to entertain a rapt audience of 65 with a
Broadway Journey, both classic and contemporary. The artists showed us their love of the music with

their enthusiasm and harmonies. During intermission, our KI Sisterhood provided delicious refresh-
ments of sweets, fruits, and beverages. The voices were further enhanced because Shouvik arranged for
a professional sound engineer to bring his gear and expertise. If you didn’t attend, you missed a mag-
nificent concert. We’ll have similar concerts in the future.

~Steve Sutton, Programs/Security/Grants

Andrew Fowler and Jennifer Cooper . o . . .
Paige (pianist), Andrew, Jennifer, David and Shouvik

Guest performer,
Tabitha Popernack

12zoth Anniversary Series of Event

“Voices of Congregation Kneseth Israel”

An Oral History of Annapolis’ oldest Jewish Congregation

Wwith Professor Eric Goldstein

Prof. Eric L. Goldstein guided us through the histo-
ry of Kneseth Israel and its community by weaving

together oral history excerpts from the dozens of

interviews he has done with Jewish Annapolitans. 2018). From 2007 o 2012, he was editor of the quar-
The presentation was both nostalgic and helped terly scholarly journal, American Fewish History. He

framed our congregation’s past within larger his- has been active in researching the history of Jews in
torical trends. Annapolis for more than 30 years and curated the
Eric L. Goldstein, an Annapolis native, is Associate exhibit, “Into the Mainstream: The Transformation
Professor of History and Jewish Studies at Emory of a Jewish Community in Maryland’s Capital City,
University, where he also directed the Tam Institute 1945-1965,” which hangs in Kneseth Israel’s main
for Jewish Studies for over a decade. He is the hallway.

author of two prize-winning books: The Price of

Whiteness: Fews, Race, and American Identity

(Princeton University Press, 2000); and, with Debo-

Fews of Baltimore (Johns Hopkins University Press,

rah R. Weiner, On Middle Ground: A History of the




CKI Preschool~

Well, we've come to the end of another amazing school year.
We finished the year with some great weather and great
events that we had with our families and the community.

The parents, the children and the congregation enjoyed coming
together for our annual art show in April and our graduation
celebration in May.

I would like to thank our parents and students for making this
such a special year for all of us. I especially would like to thank
Miss Joy, Miss Brittany and Miss Emily, and Miss Patty for their
love and dedication to our students.

I would like to also thank Miss Ytta for being there every Friday
and celebrating Shabbat with us and of course a big thank you to
Miss Shirley who has been part of our guidance and team for
many years.

We close out this year looking forward to seeing all of our families
and friendly faces this coming September.
~Alex Melnick, Director

Art Show window display

Miss Joy

Miss Emily and Miss Brittany




Library~

The CKI Library Project was born Aug 26, 2022. On Aug 26, 2022 I made a proposal to the Congregation President
to take over the library with full jurisdiction and no micromanagement. He agreed. Itook over the CKI Library
Aug 28, 2022. The CKI Library Project was born. I spent 30 days cleaning the library.

When I needed funds to renovate, I was told I had to raise money and find donors. ‘The CKI Library Fund was created.

Once the Project was accepted and created, all books were processed, shelved, donated or dumped. All Genezah
Books go to the congregation Rabbi and Religious Committee. I maintain the place continuously. I am there 2 days
per week to police, monitor & maintain my CKI Library Project. The CKI Library is used for meetings and class-
rooms, and other activities. The users are held accountable for their use of the Library. I have built bookcases for
books received. We have installed window curtains to regulate temperature / to be cooler in the summer and
warmer in the winter. New donations to the Library Fund are needed for new curtains and / or window cover-
ings. The Library has a laptop with Department of Homeland Security approved Security Awareness Training
Programes. It has basic Hebrew, French, Spanish, and American Sign Language programs. There is a “Virtual Tour
of Israel” available at your finger tips. The CKI Library Project sends out a weekly email with “Ethan’s Shabbas
Page Project”. This email represents a continuous weekly activity presented to the congregation.

How many others can boast of providing 52 activities per vear?

These activities included Sabbath & Holiday related puzzle activities for all ages to stimulate the mind in Judaica.
I occasionally send out links to virtual concerts and presentations. Judaic Periodicals are available for your pleas-
ure. During Hanukkah the Library has the Menorah Project displayed for the Hanukkah and Winter Holiday sea-
son.

~Ethan Halpern, Library Project Director

The CKI Library Project a year after birth July 1, 2023




A Note from Sisterhood

he Ladies of Sisterhood have had a very productive few

months. After we purchased the new oven for the Kkitchen,
we were told that the freezer wasn’t working and couldn’t be
trusted to keep food frozen. With a few big kiddushes and an
important program a few weeks away, something had to be
done quickly. Sisterhood decided to purchase the freezer for
the synagogue, and with the great teamwork of Laura Sutton,
Irene Weinfeld, Shirley Aronson, Sara Schmerling and Stacy
Rissler (of TriMark), the old freezer was emptied and removed,
the new freezer delivered, and the food for the programs were
delivered without losing even a loaf of bread. Yasher Koach,
Ladies! And a big Thank You to Jim Govani, who heard the story
and gave Sisterhood a very generous donation to help pay for
the freezer.

Sisterhood sponsored refreshments for two programs -
Broadway Journey and Eric Goldstein’s program, “An Oral
History of Kneseth Israel.” We were blessed with the culinary
talents of Laura Sutton, Amira Goldsmith, and

Ariella Thompson, who created an elegant and delicious
dessert table.

We are happy that with all the help and support of our
members, we can be a productive arm of Congregation Kneseth
Israel. Thank you!

Happy 250™ America!

~Nancy A Gordon, Sisterhood President

Rosh Chodesh Book Club
with Rebbelzin Ijeoma

Wednesday,
July 15th at 5*M

Call the Office for the Zoom Link
Women of CKI - our next book club meeting for
Rosh Chodesh Av
will be on
Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at 5:00PM EST.

(Click the Zoom link from our website flyer or contact the office)
Our book will be Heart of a Stranger: An unlikely Rabbi's Story of
Faith, Identity, and Belonging by Angela Buchdahl

AN UNLIKELY RABBI'S STORY OF
AITH, IDENTITY, AND BELONGING

WANGELA BUCHDAHL

Upcoming and On-Going Events:

Knesethisrael.org for more delails...

Tickels: $150 per person
(Includes coach, kosher box lunch from
Char Bar, museum entries, graluilies)

July 16™ ~ A Virtual Lecture with Rabbi Josh: Tisha B'Av -“What is it all about?”

July 17" ~ Evening Ma’ariv and Dinner
July 23*% ~ Tisha B’Av Thursday morning minyan (in Chapel)
July 30" ~ Rebbetzin ljeoma’s Challah Bake

August 2" ~ Special Sunday Concert hosted by Shouvik Mondle
August 16 ~ Day Trip to Richmond, VA - Jewish History

High Holidays

September 12"-13" ~ Rosh Hashanah
September 20" ~ Kol Nidre
September 21%' ~ Yom Kippur

October 4™ ~ Simchat Torah Family Event
October 11 ~ Rosenblatt Memorial Lecture

January 10 ~ 120" Anniversary Celebration

10

Reserve by July 29 at Noon

ONLINE: (or scan QR-code)
https://givebutter.com/rabbi-joshs-tour-of-
Jewish-Richmond

or PHONE: 410.263.3924 x1

Please bring food donations for

the Anne Arundel Food Bank
(does not need to be Kosher)

— YOU CAN GIVE —
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https://givebutter.com/rabbi-joshs-tour-of-Jewish-Richmond
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